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uow Princess Victoria’s Favorite
Feline Gets Letter and Has
Her Own Mail.

LEADS ENGLISH CAT CULT.

s Partendar Cat Lives in n Two-
storfed Villa and Gets Corres-
pondence Every Day.

il Corregpondence
{ ONDON, May 18 Princess Vie-
i taria of Schleswig-Holstein, who
L ja the favorite niece of King
BEdward, and who recently Wwas
rted to be engaged to the czar's
wrer hrother, is the acknowledged

he “cat cult” in England,

i wr Bern 1 Vaughan may or may
have hoon aware of this fact when
It o violently against the
vorshipers of soclety. It
I i wwever, if even the May-
S ) ) caounld convine hor
that ¢ is imperilling her
1l soul by lavishing her affec-
o cut At Cumberla lodge,
wel domain of Windsor, wheyy
| with her parents, Prin
Prinesss Christinn, she malntains
t foline paradise, where owl
I vels revel in luxurious idien
vved of all the obligations impos-
mmon pussies of earning thaelr
} { i lodging by catching rats
J M
PRIVATE LETTER BOX.
she has the only cat in the world,
probably, which can claim the dis-
tinetion of a private address und let-
t box “Her Roval Highness Prin-
¢ Lmp' i& the name of this aristo-
cratie favorite, Perhaps the maost
pampered cat in existence, she is a
perfect specimen of that muc h prized,
igh-caste broed, the Chinchilla,

from the plo-

distinguished
numerous tribe

the

which is

beian members of
by its superb fluffy coat. Every morn-
ing the postman on his early rounds
rings her a letter addr d, “H. R.
H.. Princess Imp, \u\mum Lodge,
Windgor,” She |8 not a learned cat
{ she makes uo pretense of read-
the letter—which by the way 18
by her loving mistress. On the

Imp promptly tears
diversion
AcCUs-

Princess
missive” up. It is a
to which she has grown
toed that if perchance a day passes
without bringing her her usual cor-
respondence she sulks in her boudoir
I refuses to he comforted.
cymour Lodge™ is the name of
meEe where she resides
( ymily she is engaged in rearving.
It §s a dainty, minlature two-storied
ita. Over the front door. which
ds into a little garden with grav-
walks, is mounted a shield on
emblazoned a crown, sur-
mounting the letters “V. 8. H." Prin-
Victoria's monogram. From. the
roof of the structure hang little col-
red gelatine balls, filled with peas,
ith which the kittens delight to play,
nd with which their roval mother
lonally diverts herself,

MUSLIN CURTAINS

FILEV
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ich Js

The windows of the little house are
hung with muslin curtains tied back
with blue ribbons, and a staircase
leads up to tha first fleor on which

¢ the diningroom and bedrooms
Hach cat has its  own little waooden

d, with its full complement of

cets, blankets and quilt and bedding

od nocessary to insure the repose

i a royal pet
In a miniature mansion near by are
housed five female Persian cats, cach
one of which acoupies a separate flat.
The windows of their abode are hung
with muslin curtains tled up with

of pink and green, Overlooking
structure s th resldence of a

r tom ecat—Prince Puck Ill-—who
i o & member of the august Cnin-
L family and the winner of many
1 g at cat shows, and the father
of o numerous progeny which have
galned similar distinetions, He isn't

en put to the trouble of choosing
his wives. They arve all carefully so-
leoted for him. And he can serenade
hi lady loves without ever being
called to do battle with mascaline
rivals,

LACK FOR NOTHING,

If "Princess Imp" and the rest of
Princess Victoria's cats lack anything
to make them supremely happy it is
not thely royval mistress' fault Their
meals are carefully propared for
them, and are-always served on Lime
The milk supplied them comes from
the King's own cows Thelr speclal
attendant Is an old mald—Miss Ar-
moil Who finds her dutles a labor of
love, Tur old malds are proverbially
fond of cat Not to make any bones
about | Prince Victoria I8 an old
mald  hevrsolf There s never any
diseroct concanlment of royul birth
dinty nd hall a dozen annuals, in
thiat  portion  devoted to the roval
fumlly, vecord the faet that sho was
bhorn In 1874 Mvoan the stern moril-
I8t might bhe moved to regard thot as
an - extenualing  clreumstanc: when
pondering dpon her extraordinary de-
\'?\"'IA o oant And if she lavishes
much superfluous affection on'  ents
that docs not prevent her from belng
very fond of babies and children and
devoting much uttention to them, Hey
mather! wi bobby 15 a creche for
pear ehildren at Windsor which she
hag malntaine for 240 yeurs And
momaking 1hi Hitlo walls of poverty
happy Princess Vietovia is hep ohiof
D5sINtant

Lt !"h o8 Viectorin kept all the
cats that are born in her “cattery,”
Cumberiand Lodge, of courss, wonld
Boon In waerrun by them She sells
"1"‘ o she does not care to keep,  Sin
GIEpIAVE no false pride  about it
vithe Mhy wdvortises openly the
fact that she has vats for sale in pa-
pers devotod to the cat eult, The
money she mukes in this way comes
I very handy, no doubt, for she is

not particularly we I off for a princevs,

Bhe Is dopendent on what her na
1>'nl allow her and neither of them I
rich Her mother has only tho £40,-
060 n year which parlament seit!ed
on her when ghe marriod,
THE QUBEN ALSO,

LQueen Alexandra goes In for ocais
?lxnw oxtenslvely as wall as for dogs
M late years she has shown greater

...m.mu for her feline pets than for
0 Yhow wowe.  Her speelal favor-
Ite I a bandsome Persian who hus

pecial Fomngm
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been christened Sandy because it was

his good fortune first 1o see the light
of day at Sandringham. Fopr several
vears he hasg always accompanied his
royal ngstress on her travel He
enjoys the privilege, too, denled his

of disporting him-
rooms o> in

numerous refations,
gelf In the royal dining

any other apartmentg of  the royal
palaces hepr majesty may be 1
e,

Most men dislike cats and King Ed~
ward I8 no exception to the rule. It
he had his way Sandy would not loug
enjoy the privilege, which is supposed
to be speciglly reserved for his kind,
of looking at a king. But the queen
inglets that her pet cat shall be treated
with just as much consideration as the
king's pet terrier, Thercefore, his maj-
esty tolerates Sandy's presence,

HAS ABOUT FIFTY.,
The queen, according to the latest

four-footed creatures, has
about 50 cats, but of these less than a
dozen can claim to be on personal in-
timacy with her majesty, They have a
groom all to themselves who carvefully

consus of her

superintends their tollet twice a day.
They have often sat for their vhoto-
graphs to the queen herself, for she Is
an expert amateuar photographer, and
Louis Waln, the great cat artist, has
painted thelr portraits. When any of
them develop ailments the royal “vet”

18 summoned to make a careful diagno=
sis and the result is immediately com=-
municated to her majesty. A room in

the Buckingham Palace stables has
been designated the “cat hospital,” and

here the royal pussies andergo medical
treatment when they need it, and are

than
ty's

oare
majes

tended with far
bestowed on most of

more

his

ju-

venile subjects when things happen to
g0 wrong with them
Thelr diet, too, 18 much better looked

after. Thelr fish is supplied by a fish
dealer of high repute; tresh milk for
their consumption is furnished daily

Sandrimgham
a8 members of

from the
in short

roval dalry at

they are treated

the feline arist cy in high favor with
her majesty, The queen never sells any
of her cats, for unlike Princess Vic-
torin never runs short of money.
Sh away most of the kittens 1o
her friends, and the fact that they are
gifts from the queen is sufficient to en-

them a life of

sure luxury for the rest
of thelr days. In this way, unwittingly,
perhaps, her majesty has been respon-

of Father

as cat

what
denounces

sible for a great deal
Vaughn so scathingly
worship.

SPREADS CAT CULT,

Bul the woman who has done most
to spread the cat cult Is undoubtedly
Lady Marcus Beresford She 18 the
founder of the Cat ¢lub and her catter-
les were established ag long ago as 1800,
Al one time she had as many as 150
ety and kittens, She goes in for eyvery
variety of blne-blooded cat, but, how-
ever much they may differ, In the lux-
urious auart she has provided for
them they en the fellelty, to use her
own lunuu.»gw Oof “"meeting on a commao

ground of aristocracy, feline though it
be”  She justifies the attention bae-
stowed upon them by decluring that in
bhehavior and  daintiness th how
themselves Just ¢ much su lor Lo

conmunon catys as are well
nlebian folk

bred peo )

Many of her pets are honored h
protiy i) house covered ith
crecpers which g callod “Cat Cott
No expense hins been spared In the fit-
ting Of the rooms, and every provi
5 moade for  warmth and ventila
Thera 12 a small Kitechen for cooking
the meals for the cats and this titted
with every reaqulsite, On th villls e
racks to hold the white enamelled oy

and plates in which the food of th

I8 served Thele diet la varied that
their appetites may not become jnded
by manotony On certadn days the nre
regaled with fish and rice AL Lther
thmes the enamelled bowls are 1ilod th
minced meat., In hot weather o g |
deal of vegetable matter 18 mixed with
their tood, Gowts ure Kept to provide
milk for the dellcate young Kitter A
medicine chest {8 furnished which MW=
thing everything that s noeded for
prompt and eficacious treatment

ense any pussy becones slek On thye
entrance hall of the cottage anpeat L
el of the Inmates of the eattery with
thelr names, pedigrees and particulas
charms duly set forth Thore '8 ulio
appended 4 set of rules to he observed

by bothe the eals and thely attendants
SGARDEN CATTERY

But Lady Marcus Bervesford takes
most pride In what she calls her “gur-
den cuttery,” o duinty structure coy
ered with roses and vy, “In this,"” she
writes, “theore are three rooms, pro.
vided with shelyes and all ather cone
venlences which can add to the cots’
mm(url or nmuwnu-nl ’I he residence

(Lonunued on page !uurtwu.)
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Vivid Accoeunat of a Visit To And Interview With Father John of Kionstadf, Who is Ven- .
erated by Theusands of Russians as a Holy Man and a Airacle Worker,
And Denounced By Others as a Shrewd Impostor,
Special Correspondel and the sledge saon stoj i . |
T, PETERSBURG, May 1.~No ec- [ cathedral where Father John of Kro - }
Al ¢ ret stadt hag ministered fi DIAXLY Vil \ Ly (e t
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tion of gaint and miracle worker, ult to find 1 even for one move, m. oy T of Be
i the attention of the BEnglish-speak- [ 1t was a change from the 1 W i 1 1 th |
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with' such could tures of the Virgin and S ¢ar dlstant ho 1L Ratdl thi ,
':<‘i S TR or at or St. Seraphim, by ) ! 3 oY i th ru il
have been made on him by » B o say, the czar has bheer i 0 o the enrth ;
press, and his of irldly E'Ven a so : i P ) he g
vh-! e unde adly has fa tated the Tho o g the music of the Ru ron § Land the “,
tusk of his opponent He has bed 14 1 chant of ‘ u ! i | I ;
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